CHAPTER XXXIII

THE MARATHA COUNTER-OFFENSIVE
DEATH OF RAJARAM AND REGENCY OF TARABAI

A D  1700 TO 1706

As mentioned in the last chapter, Rajaram had taken with
him a large force to attack Jalna. His march was at
first successful. He plundered the city and then set it on
fire. Entering the Godavari valley, he plundered Paithan,
Bhicl and other towns along the river banks. Fearing to
penetrate further east he turned back, meaning to deposit
his plunder within the walls of Sinhgad. He had no sooner
turned than he was surprised and defeated by Zulfikar
Khan. That talented captain had in a series of skilfully
fought actions worsted repeatedly Dhanaji Jadav and had
driven the Maratha troops out of south-eastern India. He
then hastened north-west and inflicted on Rajaram's army,
a severe reverse. The i^egent fell back with all speed, but
he never shook off the Moghul pursuit. In this disastrous
retreat the regent's resource and courage alone saved his
army. Although half dead with fatigue, he fought for
fifty miles a continuous series of rear-guard actions, and
at last brought his command, reduced but not destroyed,
to the welcome shelter of Sinhgad. Unhappily, the hard-
ships and exposure aggravated a weakness of Rajaram's
lungs contracted at Jinji. He at first seemed in good
spirits at the fortunate end of his enterprise, received
modestly the congratulations of Ramchandra Bavdekar
and the other ministers. But after some days high fever
set in with frequent hemorrhages. Knowing that his
end was near, he called to Ms bedside his ministers and
forgetful of his own sufferings, he commanded them not